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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 15, 2002 REGULAR MEETING OF THE
LIVINGSTON COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

1. Roll Call and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a .m.

Present: Steve Dawdy, Paul Perosak, Ted Westmeier, Lori Cowan, Terry Wilson, Dianne McCormick,
Donna Waldock,  and Don Tinson

Absent: Tim Peck

Staff: Jennifer Planck (DPW Coordinator)

Guests: Joan Runkel (Handy Township), Bob Hanvey (Marion Township), Michelle Bury (Village of
Pinckney), Brian Jonckheere (Drain Commissioner) Jack Shephard and Barbara Buit (Recycle
Livingston).

Minutes recorded by Jennifer Planck.  The following is the author’s understanding of the meeting discussion.

2. Approval of Minutes from the October 9, 2001 Regular Meeting of the Solid Waste Management
Committee

MOTION made by Steve Dawdy, supported by Don Tinson to approve minutes from the October 9, 2001
regular meeting.  Motion carried.

Ayes: 8 Nayes: 0 Absent: 1

3. Call to Public

Michelle Bury from the Village of Pinckney asked why the meetings are scheduled at 8:00am and why she was
not informed of the meeting.  Jennifer explained that the meetings are scheduled at 8:00am since that is most
convenient for the members of the committee and a Notice of Meeting and an agenda is sent to every
municipality.  They are generally sent to the supervisor, manager, or president, however, if a liaison has been
identified, she will send a copy of the agenda to that  person directly.

4. Approval of Agenda

MOTION made by Don Tinson, supported by Dianne McCormick to approve agenda for the January 15, 2002
regular meeting.  Motion carried.

Ayes: 8 Nayes: 0 Absent: 1
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5. Introduction of Barbara Buit - Executive Director and President of Recycle Livingston
a. Brief Summary of Current Operations and Ideas for Future Improvements

Barbara introduced herself and explained what Recycle Livingston (RL) is. She passed out a handout that
summarized the number of cars that (RL) has served in 1999,  2000 and 2001.  Barbara indicated that RL is
growing - they diverted 510 tons of material from landfills in 2001 and are projecting approximately 600 tons
for 2002.  The process is extremely labor intensive - all the site workers are volunteer.  The materials are
collected from vehicles, sorted, and placed into containers.  After hours, material is transported to markets and
the site is cleaned.  The organization is funded by annual memberships, $2.00 per car for non-members,  fund
raisers, and some recyclable materials.  The City of Howell has been very supportive of their effort - providing
two cardboard dumpsters, plowing parking area, allowing use of property for free.  Recently, RL has developed
a strategic plan, shifted much of their focus toward safety, and made numerous improvements to the site.  Visions
for the future include self serve bins so that they do not need to be staffed, and satellite locations across the
county.  

Terry Wilson asked about the number of volunteers.  Barbara indicated that it varies from about 3 to 10.  They
have some community groups that help out.  Lori Cowan asked about the membership fees and Barbara
explained the fees for individual, senior and corporate memberships.  Steve Dawdy asked for the number of
members and Barbara said that they have over 660, which has almost doubled since Mister  Rubbish changed
their recycling system and closed their transfer station.  Don Tinson said that our Solid Waste Plan states that
recycling is a goal of the plan to reduce dependency on landfills.  We should show that we are serious about
recycling by supporting RL. 

6. Superior Sanitation Site - Brighton Township
a. Letter dated 11/5/01 from Cohl,  Stoker & Toskey summarizing meeting with Superior
b. Letter dated 12/12/01 from Chol, Stoker  & Toskey reiterating requirements of compliance.
c. Letter dated 12/14/01 from Superior’s attorney responding to our letter
d. Verbal summary of intentions for compliance - Mr. Pat Conely (tentative)

** Note: Mr. Pat Conely did not appear at the meeting.

Jennifer  summarized the previous letters that were sent to Mr. Conely and the meeting between Mr. Conely, his
attorney, Jennifer and Naomi Gaynor (Cohl, Stoker & Toskey).  Since Mr. Conely has not complied and shown
us that he is making an effort toward cleaning up the site, and being in compliance with the Solid Waste Plan,
Livingston County will be proceeding with legal action.  At this point, it is not know what charges will be filed.
Naomi has requested help from an attorney that is more familiar with litigation, and he has agreed to help.  Also,
the MDEQ has filed criminal charges for constructing and operating a solid waste facility without a permit and
without a license.  At this point, it is not known where that case stands.  

7. Solid Waste Challenge Grant Program
a. Copy of Rough Draft of Revised Program Description (please review prior to meeting to be

prepared to approve as is or suggest changes).

Don Tinson and Steve Dawdy made a few recommendations for  changes to the amount to be reimbursed for one
time projects and other minor wording changes.   Everyone agreed that  the application looked good and would
simplify the process.   Also, the division of the two groups of one-time projects and permanent projects and the
amount to be reimbursed was acceptable to everyone.  
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b. Approval of Revised Program

MOTION made by Don Tinson, supported by Paul Perosak to approve the revised program with the changes suggested.
Motion carried.

Ayes: 8 Nayes: 0 Absent: 1

8. Household Hazardous Waste Program
a. Second Collection Event - October 6, 2001, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Jennifer  briefly summarized that the event was highly successful again.  She said that about 25 people
participated in the event just by seeing the sign at the road, since we were located on M-36 in Hamburg Twp.

b. Verbal Summary of MDEQ CMI Grant Award

Jennifer  explained that the Board of Commissioners approved the use of the West Complex property (adjacent
to the Building Services and Animal Shelter building) for the permanent HHW collection center.  The agreement
has been reviewed by civil counsel and has been forwarded to Chairman Domas for his signature.  It will then
be sent back the MDEQ for execution by the Director.  When the Director signs the agreement, that is the start
date of the grant and we will begin ordering supplies, etc.

9. Illegal Dumping Task Force
a. Copy of letter sent to all municipalities
b. Summary of responses to letter sent to municipalities
c. Copy of article printed in Livingston County Press & Argus - 11/27/01

Jennifer  explained that Deerfield Twp., Unadilla Twp. , and Putnam Twp. all responded late.  Still have not
received responses from Conway, Hartland, and Iosco Townships.  The purpose of gathering the information
was to see if illegal dumping is a problem for these communities, how it is handled, and how they would like to
see it handled.  At the meeting with Prosecutor David Morse, Commissioner David Reader, Steve Dawdy and
Jennifer  Planck, Mr. Morse indicated that his office takes these cases very seriously - ultimately it is up to the
courts to punish the offenders.  He said that it may help to have a letter from the Solid Waste Management
Committee showing that illegal dumping is a problem and we would like to see something done about it.  

Terry Wilson asked Jennifer to draft a letter, which he will sign as Chairman of the Solid Waste Management
Committee, to forward to the Prosecutor’s Office.

10. America Recycles Day
a. Verbal Summary of ARD Events - Recycle Livingston and Koality Kare Child Care Center

Jennifer  summarized the events.  RL held an open house in the beginning of November for ARD, which Jennifer
created a display for.  The display had recyclable materials that are collected at RL (including plastic,
newspaper, polystyrene), and the process it takes to become a new material.  Examples of ground plastic,
shredded newspaper were included in the display.  RL also collected donations from several businesses in the
community that included items made from recycled materials or recycled packaging.  Tee-shirts made from
recycled soda pop bottles were also given away.  Participants were generally impressed with the event.
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The owner of Koality Kare Child Care Center saw the display and asked Jennifer to present to her kids.  In the
end of November, Jennifer said she presented to 2 groups of kids at the day care center.   The ages of the kids
ranged from about 3 to 12 years old.

11. Other Matters that May Appear Before the Committee

a. 2002 Meeting Dates

Meeting dates were set for 8:00 am to 10:00 am on April 16, 2002, July 16, 2002, and October 15, 2002.

b. Solid Waste Planning Committee - interested persons should submit a letter of interest to
Jennifer by March 1, 2002.

Jennifer explained that 2002 begins the next planning cycle.  Current members’ appointments expire in March
2002.  The make-up of the committee is similar to the Solid Waste Management Committee, but with 14
members.

15. Adjournment
MOTION made by Dianne McCormick, SUPPORTED by Lori Cowan to adjourn was carr ied.

Ayes: 8 Nayes: 0 Absent: 1

Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 a. m. 


